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Task of the Church/Discipline of the Unruly    Jose Francis Martinez                                                 Lecture 6
Title: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts – Gal 2 & 6
Purpose: To expound two of the key texts on church discipline – Gal 2&6.
Introduction

1. In our studies of biblical church discipline, we have already considered Introductory Perspectives, and we are currently considering Part 1: Expositions of the Key Biblical Texts on Church Discipline. In our previous lectures, we have considered Mat 18, Rom 16, 1Cor 5, and 2Cor 2. Now we will consider Gal 2 and Gal 6. 
2. We will take these two together because our expositions of them will be relatively short and they belong to one letter.
I.
Gal 2:11-14 (READ)
....Note in this passage two things
A.
What Peter Did

1.
What did Peter do? He acted hypocritically and did not act according to the truth of the gospel. 

a.
He came to the church in Antioch. And in Antioch, he freely ate with Gentiles, something which Jews would not do because of the dietary restrictions of the Old Covenant.
b.
Peter, however, had been sufficiently convinced that by the ratification of the New Covenant through the blood of the Lord Jesus, God has made the Old Covenant obsolete (Heb 8:13). Therefore, he ate freely with Gentile believers in Antioch.
c.
But certain men came from James. These men did not necessarily hold to James views (Acts 15:1,24) but they did hold strongly to the belief that Jews and Gentiles believers should not eat together and should still segregate for dietary reasons. Fearing them, Peter began slowly to withdraw from associating and eating with Gentile believers.
2.
Now, what Peter did also influenced the other Jewish believers.

a.
The rest of the Jewish believers in Antioch joined Peter in his hypocrisy. Although they have been eating with Gentile believers and knew that there was nothing wrong with doing that, they followed Peter’s example. This reaction, although understandable because Peter was an apostle, is still inexcusable. They were acting against better judgment. 
b.
In fact, the mass defection of the Jewish believers even carried away Paul’s trusted companion, Barnabas. He has been with Paul in missionary journeys. They have been preaching to Gentiles and have had been eating with them. But seeing that Peter and the rest of Jewish believers started to withdraw from Gentile believers, he joined them in their hypocrisy. He acted against his better judgment and inner convictions, and he joined them.   
B.
What Paul Did

1.
What did Paul do? V 11, 14 (READ) Note that Paul did not go to Peter in private and rebuked him. He opposed and rebuked Peter publicly. 
2.
“But would not this have damaged Peter’s reputation being a man of repute, being a man high profile, being an apostle?” Well – maybe. But that still had to be done or else the effect of his bad example will not be checked. John Calvin: “This example instructs us that those who have sinned publicly must be publicly chastised, as far as the church is concerned. The purpose is that their sin may not, by remaining unpunished, form a dangerous example.”
3.
Moreover, it should not bypass your attention that this passage indicates that church’s officers are subject to discipline. In fact, the higher a man’s position is in the church, the greater his accountability and liability to discipline. James 3:1 (READ). And latter in our expositions, we will consider a key text of Scriptures on church discipline that refers particularly to elders of the church.

4.
“But would this not have alienated and strained the relationship of Peter and Paul?” Apparently, it did not. 2Pet 3:15-16 (READ). Pro 9:8 “Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you. Reprove a wise man and he will love you.” Pro 28:23 “He who rebukes a man will afterward find more favor than he who flatters with the tongue.”
II.
Galatians 6:1 (READ).
....In opening up this passage, note two things.
A.
The Situation Envisioned – V 1 (READ) “...even if anyone is caught in any trespass”
1.
The word “caught” may indicate that the person is actually seen committing the trespass, and therefore, there is no doubt about his guilt. But the word may also indicate that the person is the one caught by the trespass itself. That is the sense of the NKJV that translates the phrase “overtaken in any trespass”. Whatever be the precise meaning does not really matter at the practical level. For in order to carry out Paul’s injunction, both ideas will have to be true. A person is overtaken or commits a sin and someone sees what he has done. 
2.
Now, the sin envisioned in this situation is “any trespass”. The phrase indicates any clear violation of God’s law. The word used here is the same used to described Adam’s sin (Rom 5:15,17). Therefore, this would involve any violation of God’s commandments. It could be that a brother sees another brother watching pornography on the internet. It could be that a brother observes another brother tell somebody else a blatant lie. It could be that a brother notices another brother saying demeaning words to his wife. It could be that a brother sees another brother gambling with his neighbors. It could be that a brother sees another brother getting drunk with his friends. It could be any transgression.
3.
Now, in a situation like that, what must be done? 
B.
The Action Enjoined – V 1 (READ)
1.
The main verb here is “restore” katarti,zete. Hendriksen: “This word restore means to mend, to bring something or someone back to its or his former position of wholeness or soundness. Thus, it is used with respect to mending nets (Mt 4:21; Mk 1:19), and perfecting human character (2Cor 3:11).”
2.
But who is to do this work of restoring? In v 1, Paul says “you (plural) who are spiritual”. 
a.
Now, this word spiritual (pneumatikoi. from pneumatiko,j) is used in 1Cor 2:14-15 as the opposite of natural (yuciko.j). And the natural man refers to someone who does not have the Holy Spirit of God, and because he does not have the Holy Spirit of God, then he does accept the things of the Spirit of God. But the spiritual man is just the opposite. The spiritual man has the Holy Spirit of God, and therefore, he does accept the things of the Spirit of God, that is, the things revealed by the Spirit of God.
b.
Therefore, any person who has the Spirit of God, and is, therefore, living in line with the Holy Spirit, is a spiritual man or woman. Moreover, the more a person is filled with the Holy Spirit, then the more spiritual he or she becomes.
c.
Now, according to Paul, these ones, the spirituals, are to restore the one caught in any trespass or transgression. Therefore, this means, any Christian. For all Christians are indwelled by the Spirit of God, and all, to some degree live in the line with Holy Spirit. If you have the Spirit, then you are spiritual. Yes. The more filled you are of the Spirit, the more spiritual you become. But since all true Christians are indwelled of the Spirit, then all Christians are spiritual.

d.
Now, this does not necessarily mean that the one who saw the brother sinning is the only one who must do the work of restoring alone. The text does not necessitate that interpretation. In fact, it is interesting to note that the “you” is not singular but plural. The brother who observed the transgression made might need the help of another brother. But the point that needs to be emphasized is that since all Christians are indwelled by the Spirit, and are therefore, spiritual, then it is the duty of every Christian to seek to restore a brother caught in any trespass or transgression, whatever that transgression might be. If you see a brother sinning, you cannot just ignore it. It is your duty to restore that brother. You might need the assistance of an elder. But having observe a brother commit a transgression necessitates that you do something to restore that brother. 

3.
But how are you going to do it? 

a.
Well, in the passage Paul does not give us the procedure of how the work of restoration should be done. And why? I believe the reason is because Paul here is referring not to a specific kind of transgression but to any transgression or transgression of whatever kind. Therefore, he does not specify the exact procedure to be taken. Different kinds of transgressions would require a different procedure, therefore, Paul does not specific the exact procedure. 

b.
However, Paul does specify the manner as to how the work of restoration should be done – v 1 (READ) “in the spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”
c.
Let us consider the first phrase “in the spirit of gentleness”
· The word “gentleness” (prau<thtoj) is better translated with the word “meekness”. And I say better because although meekness will often manifest itself in gentleness, gentleness does not fully exhaust the meaning of meekness. Thus in Scriptures, although the concept of meekness is closely associated with gentleness, it is also distinguished from it - 2Cor 10:1 (READ) – “meekness (prau<thtoj) and gentleness (evpieikei,aj)”. Moreover, besides the concept of gentleness, meekness is also associated in Scriptures with others things like humility – Mt 11:29 (READ) – “gentle (prau<j) and humble (tapeino.j). Furthermore, in Scriptures meekness is also associate with teachableness – James 1:21 (READ) “in humility (prau<thti) receive the word implanted”. Furthermore, in Scriptures meekness is also associated with other gracious dispositions like compassion, patience, forbearance, and a forgiven spirit – Col 3:13-14 (READ) “gentleness (prau<thta)” 
· Therefore, meekness is bigger and richer than mere gentleness. For meekness is not only closely associated with gentleness but also humility, teachableness, compassion, kindness, patience, forbearance, and a forgiving spirit.
· According to Paul in our text in Gal 6:1, this is the spirit or attitude one must have in seeking to restore a brother caught in any trespass or transgression. It must be done in the spirit of meekness. It must not be done in the spirit of self-righteous pride, or unnecessary harshness, or impatience. It must be done in the spirit of meekness.

d.
In addition to the spirit of meekness, the work of restoring a brother caught in any trespass must also be done with cautiousness – v 1 (READ) “each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.”

· When you are in a rescue mission, you have to be careful. It is easy that you trying to help another, you will also hurt yourself in the process. Therefore, Paul says, in seeking to restore a brother or sister caught in any trespass, you must do it with cautiousness. None, even the most spiritual, has immunity from temptation. Anyone can fall into temptation.

· Many pastors would have prevented falling into immorality if they only heeded this warning. In trying to help a professing Christian woman in her failings, one can become dangerously close, and unless precautions are taken, it would easily lead into an illicit relationship with that woman.

· And that is not the only temptation to be cautious against. There are also other temptations to watch against like spiritual pride, being infected or polluted with the sin the brother you are seeking to restore, and a host of other sins. 
 4.
“But what if a brother refuses to repent of his sin?” Well, based on the general principle found in Mt 18, the matter has to be escalated to a higher form of discipline, leading ultimately to excommunication.
1. C.
Conclusion
2. Therefore, by way of conclusion, although this passage is very general in nature, it is not dealing with any specific kind of sin, and therefore, it does not provide us any instruction as to the procedure that should be taken in restoring a brother caught in a trespass, it does provide some vital principle. 

3. A Christian who sees another Christian sinning cannot just ignore the matter. It is his duty to be part of the restoring process. He cannot just say, “The sin that brother committed was not a personal offense done against me, so I do not have to be involved in this”. No. You are involved. You are your brother’s keeper – Gal 6:2 (READ). And although different kinds of sin requires different procedural approaches, you have to be part of the process of restoration. And in doing this work of restoration, it must be done in the spirit of meekness and it must be done cautiously. 
